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importance of the study of Physics is now generally acknowledged. Besides the interest of curiosity which
attaches to the observation of nature, the experimental method furnishes one of the most salutary exercises for
the mind - constituting in this respect a fitting supplement to the study of the mathematical sciences. The
method of deduction employed in these latter, while eminently adapted to form the habit of strict reasoning,
scarcely affords any exercise for the critical faculty which plays so important a part in the physical sciences. In
Physics we are called upon, not to deduce rigorous consequences from an absolute principle, but to ascend
from the particular consequences which alone are known to the general principle from which they flow. In this
operation there is no absolutely certain method of procedure, and even relative certainty can only be attained
by a discussion which calls into profitable exercise all the faculties of the mind. Be this as it may, physical
science has now taken an important place in education, and plays a prominent part in the examinations for the
different university degrees. The present treatise is intended for the assistance of young men preparing for
these degrees; but | trust that it may also be read with profit by those persons who, merely for purposes of self-
instruction, wish to acquire accurate knowledge of natural phenomena. Having for nearly twenty years been
charged with the duty of teaching from the chair of Physics in one of the lyceums of Paris, | have been under
the necessity of making continual efforts to overcome the inherent difficulties of this branch...
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