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themselves just above and to the outer side of the opening into the vagina. These folds, like those of the labia
majora, are formed of skin. As the labia minora are separated we see within its upper borders a triangular
space called the vestibule, which is covered by a pale pink mucous membrane. In the lower portion of this, that
is in the base of the triangle, we see a small triangular slit, which is the opening into urethra, and is called the
meatus urinarius. This triangular orifice appears in this shape normally in the virgin; in the married woman
and in the woman who has borne children the urethral opening is no longer of a triangular shape, but becomes
roundish. Within the labia minora we also find an opening of various shapes. In the virgin it is either round,
semi-lunar or divided into several openings by strips of mucous membrane usually running in an anterior and
posterior direction. This opening is called the ostium of the vagina, or the opening to the vagina, and is formed
by a duplicature of mucous membrane. In the married woman and in the woman who has had children this
delicate membrane is dilated and torn, so that it will often appear in the shape of small bits of mucous
membrane fringing the opening to the vagina. Below the ostium vaginae we have that space running as far as
the anus, which is called the perineum. As we look into the ostium vaginae we can observe a canal lined by
mucous membrane, running in a curved direction upward and backward, with a slight...
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