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illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: . .. and established schools in Paris and other towns for the instruction of brancardien
and nurses. The Russian society was also active in pioneer work, and during the wars in the Balkan provinces,
1876-78, its personnel included five hundred sisters of mercy and five hundred male nurses. An important
outcome of the British National Aid or Red Cross Society was the utilization of the income arising from the
large balance left in its exchequer after the Franco-German war, in the training of female nurses at the Royal
Victoria Hospital, Netley. It was not until the outbreak of the South African war that the British Red Cross
Society was called upon to extensively deal with work on behalf of our own soldiers. In January, 1899, a new
body, the Central British Red Cross Council, was, with the approval of the War Office, appointed to deal with
Red Cross work throughout the empire, and was composed of representatives of the original National Aid
Society to the Sick and Wounded in War, of the St. John Ambulance Association, the St. Andrew Ambulance
Association, the headquarters for the work in Scotland, the Army Nursing Reserve, and of the Admiralty and
War Office. Queen Alexandra, then Princess of Wales, was president of the Council; Lord Knutsford, chairman;
Sir John Furlcy, hon. treasurer; and Major T. McCullock, hon. secretary. The rapid enrolling of nurses by the
Reserve, the vast shipments of comforts for the wounded, and the general enthusiasm of all classes in...
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