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Excerpt: . .. 11 make reform of the American high school a national priority. | be-lieve it is time to apply the
bipartisan principles of No Child Left Behind to grades 9 through 12. President Bushs 2006 budget would provide
1. 5 billion for a high school initiative to improve the academic achievement of at-risk students and measure
performance annually to ensure all stu-dents get the help they need. The budget also contains unprecedented
financial support for students taking advanced placement classes, new enhanced Pell grants to encourage
more challenging course work, and community college access grants to let students earn college level credit in
high school for both academic and technical courses. The key to success, of course, is a highly qualified teacher
in every classroom, and the Presidents budget would make perma-nent the increase on loan forgiveness from
5, 000 to 17, 500 for highly qualified math, science and special education teachers serv-ing low-income
communities, as you have done in your legislation, Senator. And the Presidents Adjunct Teaching Program will
bring outside professionals with the kind of expertise we need into the classroom, answering the question, why
not have a NASA scientist teach physics in our public schools This attitude of change extends to higher
education. The Presi-dent, as you know, is seeking the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, but we want
to improve it as well. For the first time, Pell grants would be made available year round to...
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