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Burnett has a keen intelligence and he's a gifted writer--the book holds you in its grip." --Charles Matthews,
Mercury News "A minor masterpiece, a mesmerizing story of a system that would be right at home in a Franz
Kafka story. In many ways, [A Trial by Jury is] downright chilling . . . It opens a window on a closed,
substantially flawed process . . . Burnett's prose is crystal clear. . . . This is a fascinating story." --Leo Irwin,
Sunday News Journal (Wilmington, DE) "[Burnett illustrates] what a remarkable and sometimes remarkably
strange duty serving on a jury can be . .. A riveting look at citizen jurors at work." --Seth Stern, The Christian
Science Monitor "A drama both human and metaphysical . . . a report from the trenches . . . It's not just the
defendant who is on trial in A Trial by Jury, but the jury system and the jurors themselves." --James Traub, The
New York Review of Books "The heavy machine is what Burnett calls the criminal justice system; his close
encounter with its well-greased wheels and levers is the subject of his immensely readable new book." --Jabari
Asim, Washington Post "By turns humorous and dramatic, "A Trial by Jury" speeds along; it can be devoured in
a single sitting. Burnett is a graceful, economical writer, with a sharp eye for detail and a nuanced feel for
character. He never loses his sense of the ridiculous . . . An irresistible book." --Barry Gewen, The New York
Times Book Review "The author, a historian of science, also proves himself...
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