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Nearly forty years ago the Seminole Indians broke out and
commenced murdering the settlers in Florida. Troops were
sent into the country and a line of camps was established
across the Peninsula. Into one of these camps, late one
afternoon, rode a horseman attended by a single orderly. He
was a gaunt, thin man, with a hatchet face and a prominent
aquiline nose. He introduced himself as Lieutenant Meade,
Topographical Engineers, just from a reconnaissance on the
hostile border. He was wet, tired, and hungry. It was my good
fortune to be able to offer dry clothes, food, and a bed of
blankets to one whose name was destined fourteen years later
to render famous the little town of Gettysburg, in the southern
part of Pennsylvania. It was the first time I had met him. He
was then about thirty-four years of age, had accompanied our
army into Mexico, served in the war with that country in a
subordinate position and without...
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