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2004 certainly demonstrate the importance and need for continuing and adequately funding the state-side
LWCF: 572 local and state park and recreation areas were enhanced with grants, and 420 of the sites benefited
from entirely new recreational facilities; 87 new parks and recreation areas were created, including picnic
areas, fitness trails, playing fields to accommodate youth participation in baseball, basketball, football and
soccer; 645 locations helped by LWCF encouraged active participation to strengthen the health and vitality of
Americans. The Presidents budget request also woefully under-funds the Federal acquisition program for our
national wildlife refuges, parks, forests, and monuments. The Nat-ural Resources Inventory estimates 2. 2
million acres are lost to development each year; once lost, these lands can never be recovered. We must not
lose our significant national historical and cultural heritage. When Congress created the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, its intent was to set aside 900 million in Federal funds for national and state parks, forests,
and wildlife areas. The funding supply for these places was to have come from a portion of the proceeds of oil
and gas leasing on publicly owned areas offshore. The U. S. Treasury continues to divert these funds toward
other Federal activities. At the very least, | urge the Budget Committee to restore the state-side of LWCF to 100
million and to provide adequate funds to purchase Federal projects as iden-tified by the Department of the
Interior and Agriculture. The...
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